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of the Briand-Kellogg Pact of 1928. Poland also took her share
in the League's deliberations on the question of Disarmament.
The League also dealt with the question respecting the nationality
of school children in Upper Silesia, whether Polish or German,
by accepting Stresemann's proposal to refer it to the Hague
Court (which rendered a decision in favour of Poland in 1928).
Danzig, as usual, made its appearance in the proceedings of
the League, but a change in the composition of the Government
of the Free City, and the floating of a loan for it guaranteed by
Poland, tended to better relations between the Danzigers and
the Poles.
PILSUDSKI'S "IS IT PEACE?" TO LITHUANIA
Towards the end of the year it was Lithuania that chiefly attracted
attention in Poland and the League of Nations. In October news
reached Poland that the Lithuanian Government had published
ordinances aiming at the destruction of Polish schools in Lithuania,
and that Polish teachers were imprisoned in concentration camps,
where they were treated as common malefactors. The report
excited indignation in Poland, particularly as the Pilsudski
Government pursued a policy of conciliation towards Lithuania
and the Lithuanians living in Poland; it retaliated by closing
29 Lithuanian schools in the Vilna district. The Lithuanian
Government lodged a complaint with the League, and the Council
considered the question in December 1927. Poland had previously
addressed a Note to the Council in which the opinion was expressed
that an end should be put to the "state of war" maintained by
Lithuania against her.
On December 7 the Council heard Voldemaras for Lithuania
and Zaleski for Poland, and referred the question to Beelaerts van
Blokland, Dutch Foreign Minister, for a report on it; conversations
took place respecting the subject in private among the statesmen
assembled at Geneva; special interest was imparted by the presence
of Pilsudski, who arrived in the city on December 9* Next day
the Marshal, impatient with the hesitations of Voldemaras,
demanded of him in the Council Chamber: "Is it peace or war?"
"It is peace/' Voldemaras replied, "In that case," said Pilsudski,